This book will be of value to those working in fields which concern covert sexual activity, for example, in family planning clinics, antenatal and postnatal clinics, non-consummation, posthysterectomy states, anxiety about the contraceptive pill, emotional problems associated with infertile patients, enigmatic pelvic pain, etc. Of special value are the numerous case histories which help the reader to recognize and deal with these sorts of problems. The authors repeatedly lay stress on the doctor-patient relationship, so that the individual doctor 'can recognize his own weaknesses, strengths, prejudices and blind spots'.
The case histories in this book could have been more effectively presented if more reference had been made to the work of Masters and Johnson (1970) and Helen Kaplan (1974) , particularly on the subjects of male impotence, retarded ejaculation and desire. The clinical and biochemical investigations of patients with organic causes of sexual dysfunction are not covered; these are important, however, as much more is now becoming known about this aspect of sexual problems. In his preface Professor Hughes states that these two books should act as a stimulus for undergraduates and postgraduates. He brings together basic sciences and clinical practice successfully, but there are limitations arising from the necessity for brevity in covering such an enormous field. This especially applies to the fracture descriptions, although these are as thorough as they can be in the space available. The listings of topics, with brief descriptions of each, may annoy some readers, but it will be helpful to many and each chapter has a sensible primary classification listing and references.
Both books will be welcomed for their emphasis on the basic sciences. Traumatic and orthopaedic conditions are necessarily concerned with these disciplines, especially biomechanics, bone healing, immunology, and metabolism. The information about these subjects and those other specialties which impinge upon orthopaedic care are presented by experts in a concise and fruitful way. The relevant management of chest, head and abdominal problems and burn trauma are all described in detail, and there is a most excellent 'end chapter' by Wynn-Parry on rehabilitation and another on physiotherapy techniques.
Combining these topics in an 'orthopaedic' book is useful for the undergraduate trying to relate the importance of the various specialties to the whole. The combination will also be useful to the postgraduate, slightly bewildered by the amount of information now available. Taken together, these volumes undoubtedly fill a need which has been met in the past in a much less intellectual and informative manner. This book is a report of the proceedings of an international symposium held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in October 1981. Seventeen of the 28 contributors are from Argentina, six from the United States, and the rest from Japan and other South American countries. The thirteen chapters attempt to answer current clinical problems. A nice review by DeGroot covers concepts of the pathogenesis of thyroid autoimmunity. Another good chapter on the role of circulating thyroid hormones in determining the concentrations of triiodothyronine in various tissues, including the pituitary, spells out the physiological case for using thyroxine alone for suppressing TSH in patients with thyroid carcinoma. The same author describes adaptation to iodine deficiency which is still of considerable importance in many parts of the world including South America. There is also an up-to-date account of the effects of the sympathetic nervous system on thyroid function.
Leeper from New York details his approach to the treatment of thyroid cancer with radioiodine. There are two other interesting clinical chapters on unusual manifestations of thyrotoxicosis and primary hypothyroidism which include the effects of thyroid deficiency on the respiratory and nervous systems and on vision. The chapter on exophthalmos again underlines what little understanding we have of this disabling condition.
In all this is a book of great interest to those dealing with thyroid disease and well worth a place in the department library or the personal bookshelf.
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